Homework is an integral part of your child's educational process. Homework brings the school and home closer
together. As the school and home share most of the responsibility for education in the years ahead, cooperation

between home and school is even more imperative to develop a sound and sensible educational program for the
student.

Parent support and supervision of homework is an extremely important factor in building positive attitudes and study
habits regarding homework. The following suggestions are designed to facilitate your student's learning
responsibility for homework without incurring family conflicts:

Homework provides the opportunity for practice and application of academic skills. However, homework is also
an exercise in accepting responsibility, postponing reinforcement, perseverance and independent
accomplishment. For all those reasons, it's even more important that the student do it with little help from his/her
parents.

Parents can, and sometimes should, be available to help with homework. When they do it should be for one of
two reasons:
First, because the child is stuck at some point, has given it his/her all, and legitimately needs adult
guidance to get un-stuck.
Secondly, because she/he has finished the homework, but wants someone to review or proofread it.

If a parent feels his/her child is asking for help simply because he/she is wanting attention or wants someone else
to do his/her thinking for him, the parent should not hesitate to say, "l am sure you can think that one through on
your own -- stick with it!"

Parents may need to set an upper limit time on homework. The super-conscientious student, wanting to turn in
the "perfect” paper, may spend an inappropriate amount of time on homework. The student who is slow or has a
learning problem may struggle for too long to finish the assignment. The student may be responsible for deciding
when to begin, but parents should decide when to call time. The deadline should be consistent, for example,
setting a finish time every day, but can be temporarily suspended for special projects or assignments. The surest
way to a nightly never-ending homework marathon is to tell the child when to begin but not when he/she must be
done.

Completion of homework is the student's responsibility. Parents need to let their child learn responsibility by
experiencing the consequences at school for failure to complete the assigned homework on time. Parents should
also decide upon an appropriate consequence at home.

When working with your child on homework, maintaining a relaxed, stress-free atmosphere will help to build
positive attitudes about schoolwork and keep harmony in the family.

I hope you find these suggestions helpful. If you have any questions, please contact your child's teacher for
additional guidance. Thank you for your continued support!



We are almost halfway through the school year and
PTO activities are still going strong.

on January 23" was once again very well
attended and the crowd had no reservations expressing
their enthusiasm. Having Ladera teachers and Mr.
Bollenbach call bingo is what makes this such a special
event! Thank you co-Chairs Tori Crummack and
Michele Hernandez for another exciting Family Night.

The February 6" lecture will focus on 19"
century American landscape painter and printmaker
, best known for his marine scenes.

On Sunday February 22" from 4-9pm we will be trying
something new; a

at the District. Ladera will receive 20% of lane and
shoe rental as well as all beverages and food purchased!
Please join us for this fun evening.

On February 25™ and 26™ students will be treated to the
assembly ! produced
by the Discovery Science Center and the Irvine Water
District. The presenters will use a high-tech system of
individual student-response electronic keypads to
educate the students about how water affects our world.
Our biggest fundraising event of the year, "

#$$%& ' ( ' ) ! will
take place March 27" at Tustin Ranch Golf Course.
Nancy Mallory, Kathy Kendall and the Spring
Fundraiser Committee are working diligently to make
this our most exciting Spring Fundraiser yet. For
details on the evening and how you can help, please
visit www.laderaleopards.org/spring-fundraiser.

PTO Parliamentarian Cathy Waldman is currently
forming the #$$% * , Which will
recruit 2009-2010 PTO Board Members. If you are
interested in serving on the PTO Executive Board
please contact Cathy at cwaldman5@cox.net or 714-
734-5990. The Nominating Committee will be voted in
atthe + % )'- , scheduled for
8:30am in the MPR. All are welcome to attend and
voice their opinions or just observe the PTO at work.

As always please feel free to contact me or any member
of the PTO Executive Board with any suggestions or
guestions.
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Restaurant Night at Daphne’s
Walk to School Wednesday

4th grade Lazy W overnight field trip
Art Masters - Winslow Homer
Walk to School Wednesday
Math-A-Thon

No School Lincoln’s Birthday
Holiday

No School Washington’s Birthday
Holiday

Walk to School Wednesday

PTO Meeting 8:30am

School Site Council Meeting 3pm
Strike Family Night 4-9pm

Walk to School Wednesday
Assembly - “Water and Science
Education”

Assembly - “Water and Science
Education”

Read Across America Day (Dr.
Seuss’ Birthday)

Walk to School Wednesday
Walk to School Wednesday
Art Masters - Vincent Van Gogh
Walk to School Wednesday
Assembly -“Walk Through the
American Revolution”

School Site Council 3pm
Principal’s Chat 6:30pm

PTO Meeting 7pm

Assembly -“Walk Through
California”

23-27 Minimum Day - Spring Parent/Teacher

27
25

gy

6-13
14
15
16

Conferences

PTO Spring Fundraiser

Walk to School Wednesday
Assembly — “The Dairy Cow from the
Dairy Council of California”

Walk to School Wednesday

No School Spring Break

School Resumes

Walk to School Wednesday

PTO Meeting 8:30am

School Site Council Meeting 3pm
Gate Parent Meeting 6pm

TUSD has been asked to cut $7.4 million this year
(in addition to the $5.4 million already cut going in
to the school year).

TUSD will attempt to temporarily solve cash flow
problems by moving categorical funds (funds
designated for specific programs).

The California Budget is still not worked out so
TUSD’s 2009-2010 budget could be cut by
anywhere from 4% to 8% ($7-$10 million). It's very
difficult for TUSD to plan for next year but we may
see class size increase or a school year shortened by
5 days at most for the next school year (2009-2010).
The additional cuts will be made during the summer.

Superintendent Bray recommends extra fundraising
and reserving PTO/PTA monies for staples such as
supplies.

Orchard Hills K-8 state funding was received prior
to California’s stop-payment of construction funding.
However, opening will most likely be delayed by a
year or more. Rather than opening in phases
Orchard Hills K-8 will open all at once.

Irvine Foundation (Irvine Company) will no longer
award cash to Teacher of the Year Recipients for
personal and classroom use but TPSF (Tustin Public
Schools Foundation) is looking for other ways to
make teachers feel appreciated.

Irvine Foundation (Irvine Company) no longer
awarding $10,000 scholarships to graduating high
school seniors.

TPSF has raised all but $5,000 for the SOS (Save
our Sports) Initiative goal of $60K. SOS benefits
elementary and middle school after school sports.




1

The bake sale that was held during the
Ladera Cozy Story Family Night in December
was a great success for the Fifth Grade
Promotion Committee. The bake sale raised
$478 towards the fifth grade promotion
activities that will take place at the end of the
year. Thank you so much to all those who
supported and helped out with the bake sale.
Be on the lookout for upcoming fundraising
events.
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We’ve just celebrated another great Ladera
Family Night with our third annual Bingo Night
last Friday. A great time was had by all! Thanks
to all of the Ladera staff members and families
that donated prizes. The evening wouldn’t have
been the same without our awesome Ladera staff
members: Mr. Bollenbach, Mrs. Neuer, Mrs.
Moore, Mrs. DiLellio, and Mrs. Schwartz, who
were such fabulous Bingo Callers! Many thanks
to our Family Nights Committee for all of the
time and effort you put into giving us such fun
and entertaining Family Nights: Kristin
Schechter, Pam Edmondson, Ken Nishida,
Michele Hernandez, Van Partible, Reena
Bhargava, Lisa Thoresen and Tori Crummack.
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Try-outs were recently held among 4™ and 5"
grade boys interested in playing on the Ladera
Boys Volleyball Team. Ladera’s 2009 Boys’
Volleyball team includes: . *

33 ) 6 2

n * * 1

3 7 and .
Games will be played against other TUSD
elementary schools. Good Luck Leopards!

Ladera students are running across America! In fact, so
far this school year, we have run almost 1800 miles!
Collectively, more than 200 Leopards have run, walked, or
jogged the equivalent of the distance from Tustin, California
to Albany, Missouri -- more than half way across the United
States. Our goal is to reach John Wooden’s home town in
Indiana before the school year ends.

The Ladera Laps Running Club (LLRC) is available to
students in grades K-5 every Tuesday and Thursday during
lunchtime recess.

Congratulations to our many runners, who run hard and
make us smile! And a very special thanks to the parent
volunteers! Keep Running!

Art Masters Students were acquainted with
the art of the French Impressionist, Claude Monet
through slides and stories depicting his life and
his struggle to make a career of painting. His art
introduced and the art element,
to students who then painted their own
impressionistic compositions. Students were also
afforded the chance to use impressionist color
theory with the color wheels they created in their

skill sheets.




(ll

By Nancy Mallory and Kathy Kendall
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Show us your true colors at this year’s Spring Fundraiser! The event will be held on Friday,
March 27" at The Tustin Ranch Golf Club. Festivities include a silent auction, dinner, live
auction & dancing. And a few surprises throughout the night! Dress for the event is sports
casual. Dress like a fan of your favorite team — baseball, football, basketball, professional or
college. Be the Ultimate Fan! We’re fortunate that we’ve been able to keep the ticket price at
$75 per person. Due to State budget cuts, we need your support more than ever this year.

Here’s how you can participate:
Attend the event — invitations will be coming in February
Donate items for the auction - ideas include: sports tickets, gift baskets, frequent flyer
miles, week or weekend stays at a vacation home, gift cards, services, etc.
Event Sponsorships — the following levels are available (both personal and corporate
sponsorships are welcomed and company matching is good too!)
1. World Series - $2,000
2. Super Bowl - $1,000
3. NBA Finals - $500
4. Stanley Cup Playoffs - $250
5. Honorable Mention - $100

CDC will once again be offering childcare during the event. More information will be
forthcoming.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Nancy Mallory (714)
669-5492 or at nancymallory@cox.net or Kathy Kendall (714) 955-8142 or at
kathy.kendall@ingrammicro.com.
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By Nancy Mallory and Kathy Kendall

This year’s raffle will be a 50-50 raffle. The money raised from the raffle ticket sales will be
split with 50% going to the school and 50% being shared by 3 winners. 1st Place will receive
25%, 2™ place will receive 15% and 3" place will receive 10% of the money raised. We are
asking each student to sell a minimum of 5 raffle tickets at $20.00 each to help us meet our
goal. In the past the Raffle has raised over $7,500. Please look for tickets in an upcoming
Friday Folder. The drawing will be held at school the afternoon of March 27" and announced
that evening.




Your Restaurant Night committee is excited to
announce several upcoming fun events.

First, mark your calendars for +
# and head to 8" 9 5 *1 in the O;
) . Go anytime between 5 to 9 pm and turn

in your flyer when you dine in or take your meal to go
and Ladera PTO will receive 20% of the total bill. If
you’d rather stop in for lunch that’s ok, Daphne’s will
actually accept our flyer all day.

Our next event will be held just down the street at
in' 8 I There are other bowling alleys
in the area, some with similar names, so please be
mindful of the fact our event will be held at the District
near Jamboree and Barranca. Go anytime between <
% " +  ## and ask for the
lanes reserved for Ladera. Ladera PTO will be credited
20% for shoe rental, lane/game rental, food and drinks.
At this time, Strike is asking that all your receipts be
given to Linda Beck, Judy Wiese or Kathy Winters,
your event coordinators, before you leave that day so
we can account for Ladera’s total. Whether you enjoy
bowling or just want to come out for a bite to eat, we
hope you’ll join us for the first event we’ve held on
Sunday and for what is sure to be a great time! More
details about this event will be posted on our website
soon.

Get ready to drop your cookbooks, step away from the
oven and join us for another fun restaurant night or
two!l!

% &
()

On January 28 The Icky, Yucky, Gross
Bug Show came to Ladera. John The Bug
Guy showed the audience many different
kinds of bugs.

First The Bug Guy introduced two
cockroaches named Troy and Gabriella.
He asked for a volunteer and then let the
two cockroaches crawl around on a fifth
grader’s chest. These cockroaches come
from the small island of Madagascar and
can get flat as a piece of paper so that they
can fit under doors and other small places.
When they get scared they hiss from small
holes in their bodies. They even clean our
world by eating garbage.

Next John The Bug Guy brought out
three African Millipedes. A millipede can
have 450 legs. You can tell if it is a girl or
boy by its number of legs. Females have
more. Millipedes can squirt oil out of their
backs and it will turn your skin purple. And
the oil makes the millipede taste bad to
predators. The millipede is longer than a
pinkie finger but bugs that are smaller than
a centimeter can blend into plants trees and
even animal skins.

Finally, The Bug Guy brought out
Hacket the Tarantula. Hacket loves fresh
meat so when an insect falls into his web
he will quietly eat the bug. Tarantulas
don’t have eyes. They feel the wind to
know if the is a predator nearby. They
grow new legs if they lose one.

Over one to five species of bugs are
becoming extinct every day. For the
ending of the show one student from each
class, starting with Mr. Bollenbach himself,
ate a bug, Yuck! The assembly was very
fun and interesting!
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PTO Treasurer’s Report
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Guess what! The students at Ladera Elementary School are
becoming Philanthropists!

Philanthropy: The donation or granting of money
to a worthy charitable cause.

We are raising money for Autism Research.

"Today, 1 in 150 individuals is diagnosed with autism, making it more common than pediatric
cancer, diabetes, and AIDS combined...Currently, there are no effective means to prevent
autism, no fully effective treatments, and no cure... Autism impairs a person's ability to
communicate and relate fo others” Quotes taken from www.autismspeaks.org

We will be donating our money to Aufism Speaks, a non-profit organization, Please visit
www outismspeaks.org for more information on this organization,

How are we going to raise the money?

We are going to be having our first ever
MATH-A-THONIII
on
February 11, 2009!

Qur young philanthropists are going fo be raising money for Autism Research by solving math
problems appropriate for their grade levell

Every Kindergarten through 5" grader is going o participate in our exciting event! Students are
going to be fundraising in a manner similar to that of a jeg-a-thon. But, instead of running laps,
they're going to be solving equations!

How Do I Donate?
Each child will be asked to find sponsors for their participation. A sponser can be a parent,

relative, neighbor, parent's co-worker...you get the ideal A sponsor can choose to make a donation
for every correct answer the child provides, or they may choese to make one flat donation,

When is my money due, and where do I bring it?

Your money is due to your classroom on Frida‘r, Febr'uary 2?"‘. Please bring in ALL of
your money af one time, in a sealed envelope, with your spensor form attached, Checks may be
made payable to Ladera PTG,
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